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Icebreaker: What’s your favorite dessert?
Mark it Up!
How to Get More from Your Bible Reading
1. Come Desperate and Needy
2. Look for Contradictions to Human Thinking
a. Do Not Follow Your Heart
b. Following God Does Not Lead to an Easy Life
c. God uses Ordinary People More Than Anyone Else
3. Look for Conjunctions that Change Your Conclusion
4. Look For Examples to Follow

Sermon Discussion:
1. What was going on in your life during a time where God’s Word was truly alive to you?
a. Why does it often take suffering and hardship for us to grasp God’s Word?

2. When you feel broken, messed up, and distressed do you pull away from God and His People or lean in? 
a. When have you leaned into fellowship even when things weren’t all put together and what was the result? 

3. Pastor Brad said “Don’t Waste Suffering”. How can you use your suffering for the glory of God and to deepen your intimacy with him?

4. How have you seen your heart be quick to lead you astray?
a. Proverbs 23:19 tell us to guide it rather than being led by it. What does it look like practically to do this?

5. How does it encourage and challenge you to know that God delights in using ordinary and broken people to accomplish his plans? 
a. Are you quick to fall in the ditch of puffing yourself up and trying to do everything in your own strength or of thinking that God could never use you and thereby never stepping up to do anything?
b. How have you seen God using ordinary people around you to do real and effective ministry?

6. Have you been approaching your bible and time with God desperate and needy in the way Pastor Brad described?
a. What could you do to help yourself come to God’s Word in this way now rather than waiting until the next piece of major suffering hits home?
